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 1 

2. Executive Session – 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (1) (E) and (F) [pending/probable litigation and legal advice] 2 

 3 

Guests:  (1) Bud Allen, Town Attorney 4 
 (2) Michael Anthony, Highway Foreman 5 
 (3) Sgt. Caleb Casco, Hinesburg Community Police 6 
     7 
Enclosures:  (1) Report from Knight Consulting Engineer re Observatory Road materials samples  8 

 9 

There are two distinct issues to discuss in executive session.  10 

 11 

The first is a discussion with Town Attorney Bud Allen regarding Observatory Road. Highway Foreman Michael 12 

Anthony has been invited to attend as well. The enclosed report (made available to the public) details the results of 13 

material sampling performed by Knight Consulting Engineers. Town Attorney Bud Allen recommended the 14 

discussion occur in executive session.  15 

 16 

The second issue to discuss relates to pending civil litigation and receive legal advice related to the excessive force 17 

allegation levied earlier this year. Sgt. Casco will be filling in for Chief Koss during this discussion.  18 

 19 

A pair of motions is required – one finding that executive session is necessary and allowed by statute and a second 20 

motion to enter executive session.  21 

 22 

Action: 23 

Consider a motion to find that premature general public disclosure would place the municipality at a substantial 24 
disadvantage with pending or probable civil or criminal litigation and to receive confidential advice from the 25 
Town’s legal representative.  26 
 27 
Consider a motion to enter executive session, to include the Town Attorney, Town Administrator, Police Sergeant, 28 
and Highway Foreman under the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (1) (E) and (F).  29 
 30 

3. Additions/Deletions/Changes to the Agenda 31 

No additions, deletions, or changes to the agenda are planned as of this writing.  32 

 33 

5. Public Hearing on Solar Tracker Purchase Bond Vote 34 

     35 

Enclosures:  (1) All Earth Renewables Presentation on the Trackers and Purchase Proposal  36 

  (2) Solar Tracker Purchase Proposal Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 37 

  (3) Operations and Maintenance Agreement Details 38 

 39 

Statute requires the Selectboard to hold a public hearing within 10 days of a bond vote. Voting on whether or not to 40 

purchase the trackers begins at 7 a.m. and concludes at 7 p.m. the following day (11/8) at Town Hall. The enclosed 41 

materials are the trio of items included on the website.  42 

 43 
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Action: 44 

No action is required.  45 

 46 

6. Consider Making Appointments (2) to Recreation Commission 47 

 48 

Guests:  (1) Kyle Bostwick 49 

  (2) Rodney Putnam 50 

     51 

Enclosures:  (1) Application materials from Kyle Bostwick 52 

  (2) Application materials from Rodney Putnam   53 

 54 

Kyle and Rodney are applying for the two open seats on the Recreation Commission. One of the term expires on 55 

01/01/18, the other on 01/01/19.  56 

 57 

Action: 58 

Consider a motion to appoint _________ to the Recreation Commission for a term that expires on January 01, 59 

20__.  60 

 61 

7. Discuss Baldwin Road Intersection Reconfiguration Pilot Project 62 

 63 

Guests:  (1) Michael Anthony, Highway Foreman 64 

     65 

Enclosures:  (1) None as of this writing.  66 

 67 

The barriers have been removed and the “pilot” ceased. Mike Anthony will discuss the feedback received. The 68 

majority of opinions expressed didn’t favor a change for reasons ranging from winter safety to process to 69 

convenience. Not all feedback was against the change – some folks did express support for the change or reported 70 

that they grew accustomed to it. It is worth repeating the goal of such a study: to better gauge whether or not a 71 

safety improvement (which is what the reconfiguration is intended to be) is effective.  72 

 73 

Action: 74 

No action is required.  75 

 76 

8. Update on Geprags Park/Vermont Gas Pipeline Protest 77 

 78 

Guests:  (1) Sgt. Caleb Casco, Hinesburg Community Police 79 

     80 

Enclosures:  (1) None as of this writing.  81 

 82 

Sgt. Casco will provide a “recap” of the October pipeline protest at Geprags Park and neighboring private property. 83 

 84 

Action: 85 



  Hinesburg Selectboard; Annotated Agenda – October 17, 2016. 

 

3 

 

No action is required.  86 

 87 

9. Lake Iroquois Association Annual Visit and Budget Discussion 88 

     89 
Guests:  (1) Pat Suozzi, Lake Iroquois Association 90 

 91 

Enclosures:  (1) None as of this writing. 92 

 93 

This the annual visit from LIA. The milfoil mitigation project begun last year is likely to be a key feature of the 94 

report and the budget request. The Town assists LIA as it can, such as providing “in kind” services for various grant 95 

requests (trucking and installing stone, for example).  96 

 97 

Action: 98 

No formal action is required.  99 

 100 

10. Annual Visit from Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) Executive Director 101 

   102 

Guests:  (1) Charles Baker, Executive Director, CCPRC 103 

 104 

Enclosures:  (1) FY16 CCRPC Report 105 

  (2) Regional Dispatch memo 106 

  (3) Energy Memo 107 

  (4) Opioid Alliance “Explanation” 108 

  (5) Building Homes Together infographic 109 

 110 

CCRPC Director Charlie Baker is making his annual rounds of member municipalities. Charlie will discuss the 111 
exciting and extensive array of projects the RPC is involved in, as well as answer any questions you may have.  112 
 113 

Action: 114 

Formal action is not required.  115 

 116 

11. Town Administrator’s Report 117 

a. Geprags Park/Public Service Board update – Town Attorney Bud Allen notified staff Friday afternoon that 118 
the Public Service Board ruled on a motion to reconsider filed by the intervenors. The Public Service Board 119 
denied the motion to reconsider; an appeal has already been filed by the intervenors with the Vermont 120 
Supreme Court.  121 

b. Test well drilling – A test well was drilled recently on the parcel Black Rock is proposing to develop. The 122 
test site was independently identified earlier this year by the Town and its hydrogeologist as part of the 123 
continued exploration activities related to water supply. The Town has unsuccessfully drilled three prior 124 
test wells following the discovery of sufficient capacity at the Wainer wells (now online as the Town’s 125 
water source).  Black Rock scheduled and paid for this test well; pre-drilling coordination included working 126 
with both the Town and State officials. The test drill showed a well with potential capacity in the 150 127 
gallons per minute (gpm) range at nearly 500' deep. Continued drilling, combined with a widening of the 128 
drilled well test hole (from 6" to 8"), could verify the 150 gpm or result in an increased yield. No further 129 
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drilling is scheduled at this time. For comparison, the capacity in the Wainer wells was “discovered” more 130 
than 600' deep. Any new wells would need to produce a net capacity of 200 gpm. The reason for that 131 
threshold is twofold: 1) the nanofiltration units used for water treatment require a specific flow, and, 2) 200 132 
gpm provides an amount of allocable capacity sufficient to meet current and projected demands and justify 133 
the capital expenses associated with well development, permitting, and connection.   134 

c. Overweight vehicle enforcement scales – Hinesburg Community Police went to Berlin this week to pick up 135 
a set of scales from the Agency of Transportation. The scales are a necessary component of increased and 136 
improved enforcement of weight limits on local roads.    137 

d. Baldwin Road paving – Highway Foreman Michael Anthony is still working to schedule paving.  138 
e. CVU/Pond Road Crosswalk – The culvert was relocated and the crosswalk installed this week.  139 
f. Pedestrian Activated Signals – Pedestrian activated signals for the intersection of Silver Street and Route 140 

116, as well as other locations, may be possible – though they won’t come cheap. Signals similar to those 141 
recently installed along State highways (Route 15, for example) in village settings cost approximately 142 
$10,000. There is some indication that VTrans is amenable to the installation of signals at the Silver Street 143 
intersection (the agency has not been supportive in the past). Given the cost per unit, highway safety or 144 
pedestrian safety grants would be an appropriate first place to turn for funding.  145 

g. Environmental Inspector/Geprags Park – The request for proposals for an environmental inspector is 146 
included (minus the referenced attachments). The RFP was drafted by a combination of Alison Lesure of 147 
the Conservation Commission, Shannon Kelly (resident and recently a member of the Conservation 148 
Commission with professional experience in these areas), and the Town Administrator. The selection 149 
process, as envisioned now, will involve review and recommendation by the ad hoc RFP committee 150 
followed by formal blessing or selection by the Selectboard if required.  151 

h. Gilman Road/Sheri Lane – As of this writing there is nothing new to report with regards to formal (or even 152 
informal) action.  153 

i. Hannaford Supreme Court Appeal – Board members received copies of recent filings by the appellant 154 
collaborative.  155 

j. Town Plan drafts – The draft Town Plan is available. Paper and digital copies can be obtained from Town 156 
staff; the draft and its component pieces are also available at the Town website 157 
(http://hinesburg.org/townplan/). The Planning Commission has a public hearing on the draft scheduled for 158 
Wednesday, 11/9, in the Main Hall of Town Hall. The hearing starts at 7 p.m.  159 

k. Act 174 and Municipal and Regional Energy Planning – From the Vermont Department of Public Service: 160 
“Act 174 of 2016 establishes a new set of municipal and regional energy planning standards, which if met 161 
allow those plans to carry greater weight - substantial deference - in the Section 248 siting process for 162 
energy generation. Meeting the standards is entirely voluntary; if regions and municipalities do not wish to 163 
update their plans, they will continue to receive due consideration in the Section 248 process.” Released 164 
Wednesday, the documents can all be accessed by following this link: 165 
http://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/act-174-recommendations-and-determination-standards 166 

l. Budget Discussion with School Officials – Staff is working to set up a budget discussion with school 167 
officials in December (which works better for the school, based on budget development schedules). The 168 
discussion allows the two entities whose budgets affect property taxpayers to discuss what may be on the 169 
horizon for FY18. The recent consolidated district vote results in a single school budget developed for the 170 
entire district.  171 

m. Railing by the canal/Public House – The cost to have Giroux’s fabricate and install a rail is an estimated 172 
$1,500. This was not budgeted in FY17.  173 

n. Pond Road Digital Speed Sign – The Town had been awaiting a replacement part for the unit which has 174 
been installed. The sign is operating per usual.  175 

http://hinesburg.org/townplan/
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/Docs/ACTS/ACT174/ACT174%20As%20Enacted.pdf
http://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/act-174-recommendations-and-determination-standards

